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SO FOOLISH TO DENY THE OCCURRENCE OF SEDUCTION AND 

OTHER ABUSES OF CHILDREN. AS GLLLESPIE POINTS OUT, 

PSYCHOANALYSIS IS QUITE CAPABLE OF COMING TO TERMS WITH 

THE IDEA THAT THE IMPORTANCE OF THE TRAUMATIC FACTOR 

HAD BEEN INSUFFICIENTLY RECOGNISED. NOBODY TODAY WOULD 

DISAGREE WITH FREUD'S STATEMENT (1931) THAT ACTUAL 

SEDUCTION WAS COMMON, AND HE SAID "WHEN SEDUCTION 

INTERVENES IT INVARIABLY DISTURBS THE NATURAL COURSE OF 

THE DEVELOPMENTAL PROCESSES, AND IT OFTEN LEAVES BEHIND 

EXTENSIVE AND LASTING CONSEQUENCES." 

THESE TWO BOOKS BY WEIL CAN BE REGARDED AS 

ESSENTIAL READING FOR ALL MENTAL HEALTH PROFESSIONALS. 

THEY SHOULD ALSO BE IN ALL ADULT AND CHILD PSYCHIATRIC 

LIBRARIES AND BE AVAILABLE FOR STUDENTS WHO MAY NOT BE 

ABLE TO PURCHASE THEM BECAUSE OF THEIR PRICE. 

FINALLY, THE BIGGEST QUESTION MENTAL HEALTH 

PROFESSIONALS HAVE TO ASK THEMSELVES IS WHY, UP TO 

RELATIVELY RECENTLY, THEY IGNORED THE IMPORTANCE OF 

CHILD SEXUAL ABUSE. 

CHILDREN'S FANTASIES - THE SHAPING OF RELATIONSHIPS. 

WEININGER, 0. KARNAC BOOKS. 

THE AUTHOR OF THIS BOOK IS A PROFESSOR OF APPLIED 

PSYCHOLOGY. HE HAS WRITTEN A PREVIOUS BOOK ON THE 

PSYCHOLOGY OF MELANIE KLEIN. THIS BOOK FOCUSES ON THE 

KLEINAN VIEW OF CHILD DEVELOPMENT, WHICH PLACES GREAT 

EMPHASIS ON FANTASY. MELANIE KLEIN WAS A MAJOR FIGURE 

IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF CHILD PSYCHOTHERAPY. SHE SHOWED 

HOW THE CHILD'S PLAY COULD BE USED TO UNDERSTAND THE 

MIND, THE MEANING OF SUBJECTIVE EXPERIENCE AND THE 

BEHAVIOUR OF THE CHILD. KLEINAN THEORY IS PARTICULARLY 
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GOOD AT UNDERSTANDING DEVELOPMENT IN THE FIRST YEAR OF 

LIFE, AND AT UNDERSTANDING PARANOID-SCHIZOID PHENOMENA. 

THIS BOOK HAS A DETAILED CASE EXAMPLE WHICH 

ANYBODY PRACTISING CHILD PSYCHOTHERAPY AND USING THE 

SQUIGGLE TECHNIQUE OF WLNNICOTT COULD FIND VERY 

INTERESTING. SOME OF THE INTERPRETATIONS MADE IN THE 

BOOK ARE EXCESSIVELY SPECULATIVE, AND GO BEYOND THE 

DATA PRESENTED. ON ONE OCCASION, FOR EXAMPLE, THE 

AUTHOR DID NOT GIVE SUFFICIENT ATTENTION TO 

TEMPERAMENTAL DIFFICULTIES AND THE FACT THAT THE CHILD 

APPEARED TO BE TEMPERAMENTALLY DIFFICULT, AND THEREFORE 

THE PHENOMENA PRESENTED HAD MORE A CONSTITUTIONAL THAN 

A PSYCHOLOGICAL ROOT. 

NEVERTHELESS, THIS IS A VERY READABLE BOOK, WHICH 

CONTAINS A VERY CLEAR EXPOSITION OF KLEINAN THEORY AND 

WOULD BE WELL WORTH READING BY ANYBODY WITH AN INTEREST 

IN CHILD DEVELOPMENT, BOTH NORMAL AND PATHOLOGICAL. 

DEVELOPMENTAL PSYCHOPATHOLOGY. YORKE, C, WISEBERG, S. 

AND FREEMAN, T. (1989). YALE UNIVERSITY PRESS. 

THIS BOOK HAS HAD A GESTATION PERIOD OF THIRTEEN YEARS 

AND IT HAS BEEN WORTH WAITING FOR. IT EMPHASISES THE 

DEVELOPMENTAL POINT OF VIEW WHICH, OF COURSE, IS 

CRITICAL TO PSYCHOANALYSIS AND PSYCHIATRY. IT HAS 

CHAPTERS ON DEPRESSION, NEUROSIS, CHARACTER DISORDERS 

AND OTHER SERIOUS PSYCHIATRIC DISORDERS. IN THE 

P R E F A C E , THE A U T H O R S E M P H A S I S E THAT "AN INFORMED PSY­

C H I A T R Y DEMANDS A PSYCHOANALYTIC PERSPECTIVE DOES NOT 

IMPLY THAT OTHER DISCIPLINES - GENETICS, NEUROSCIENCE, 

EPIDEMIOLOGY, SOCIOLOGY, TO MENTION SOME OF THE MORE 

OBVIOUS " SHOULD NOT BE GIVEN DUE WEIGHT. BUT IT IS 
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OUR INTENTION TO REAFFIRM THAT THERE IS NO PSYCHIATRY 

WITHOUT A COHERENT AND COMPREHENSIVE PSYCHOLOGY.'' THE 

AUTHORS ALSO POINT OUT THAT "WE DO NOT TAKE THE VIEW 

THAT PSYCHOANALYSIS IS A THERAPEUTIC TREATMENT OF 

CHOICE FOR ALL PSYCHIATRIC DISORDERS." 

THE CHAPTER ON ANXIETY, SIGNAL ANXIETY AND PANIC 

IS PARTICULARLY HELPFUL AND TIMELY, WITH THE CURRENT 

ENORMOUS INTEREST IN POST-TRAUMATIC STRESS DISORDERS. 

IT DISCUSSES WHAT HAPPENS TO THE INDIVIDUAL WHEN THE 

PROTECTIVE SHIELD AGAINST EXTERNAL STIMULI IS BROKEN. 

THE SECOND CHAPTER HAS A VERY INTERESTING CONTRIBUTION 

FROM ANNA FREUD, WHERE SHE DISCUSSES DEVELOPMENTAL 

DISHARMONIES. AMONG OTHER THINGS, SHE GIVES WEIGHT TO 

CONSTITUTIONALLY DETERMINED DEVIATIONS, AND POINTS OUT 

THAT INTERFERENCE IN THE NORMAL DEVELOPMENT CAN OCCUR 

WHEN SEXUAL OR AGGRESSIVE ENDOWMENT IS DEFICIENT IN 

QUANTITY, OR WHEN THE SEXUAL OR AGGRESSIVE DRIVES ARE 

EXCESSIVE AND THE PERSONALITY FINDS IT DIFFICULT TO 

ACCOMMODATE THEM. OUR UNDERSTANDING OF SEVERE 

PSYCHOPATHOLOGY HAS BEEN MUCH INCREASED BY DR. TOM 

FREEMAN FROM NORTHERN IRELAND, AND THIS IS CONTINUED IN 

THIS BOOK. MANY READERS WILL BE FAMILIAR WITH A 

PREVIOUS BOOK OF HIS, "THE PSYCHOANALYST IN 

PSYCHIATRY." 

THIS BOOK WILL BE AN INVALUABLE RESOURCE FOR 

TRAINEES IN PSYCHIATRY AND PSYCHOTHERAPY, AND FOR CHILD 

AND ADULT PSYCHIATRISTS. 
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